
League ’Lites

This issue of our newsletter helps 
put to bed a very unusual year—
full of challenges, but also of 

resilience. In many ways we have been  
forced to slow down and assess our  
priorities—to begin again each morning.
   You will see from what follows that 
we still accomplished much, and have 
found ways to connect with each other. 
I welcome your fresh ideas! 
   I saw a cartoon where one friend 
asked another, “What exactly is a 
New Year’s resolution?” The answer? A 
“to do” list for the first week in January. 
Let’s hope ours last longer than that!
   Thanks to Karen for the Prayer of 
Hope below, and to the Irish for this 
lovely blessing, which I offer to you. 
            —Claire Verret, CWL President

May joy and peace surround you
Contentment latch your door
And happiness be with you now
And bless you evermore!
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 Our Spiritual Advisors in 2020

One of our biggest regrets 
in 2020 was not being 
able to celebrate Msgr 

Rey’s 40th Anniversary of 
Ordination in March due to the 
Covid-19 pandemic. He was 
very supportive of our council 
and appreciated all we do in 
the parish. Thankfully, he has 
recovered from major heart 
bypass surgery, and now lives at 
Trinity Major in Regina. On a 
beautiful Sunday in mid-August  

Parish Pastoral Council 
hosted a “Drive-by 
Farewell” for Msgr Rey. 
Peggy led her choir in 
singing hymns planned 
for Msgr Rey’s Mass of 
Thanksgiving.
   In September we were 
happy to welcome Fr 
Thomas Mutavanatuu, 

who came to us from St Mary’s parish in Regina. Fr Thomas is also our Diocesan 
Spiritual Advisor. Because of the pandemic, we weren’t able to welome Fr Thomas 
with a proper social gathering, but we hope to make it up to him one day.
   Archbishop Donald Bolen installed Fr Thomas on October 11th with Mass 
and an official ceremony. We look forward to working with Fr Thomas in the 
months and years ahead. 

Michele Vallee was one of many well-wishers at the drive-
by farewell convoy for Msgr Rey in August.

A Prayer of Hope
Lord Jesus, I pray this day for strength,  
because there are times when things 
get tough and I feel like quitting.
Lord Jesus, I ask this day for the 
comforting reassurance of Your love, 
because there are times when people 
fail me, and I am tempted to lose hope.
Lord Jesus, I seek this day for Your 
light to guide my steps, because there 
are times when life is confusing and 
difficult, and I lose my way.
Help me, O Lord, to pick up the 
pieces, wipe my tears, face the sun, 
and start over again, for all is possible 
when I place my faith and trust in You, 
my Saving God.

Amen.



   In November we 
prepared a card and 
gift for each of our 
newly confirmed youth, 
and continue to offer 
sacramental gifts to newly 
married couples.
   November is always 
a big month for us, as 
we host our biggest 
event of the year—our 

Angel Appreciation Tea. This year 
we prepared an “Angel” package for 
all members and held a “virtual” tea 
on November 21st. Thanks to those 
who helped assemble and deliver 
the packages. We missed the raffle 
baskets, bake table, pick-a-prize table, 
angel cake walk—and all the fun. 
However, we did hold our cash raffle 
again, earning just shy of $2,000 after 
expenses.
   In the past we have been very busy in 
December, with our Seniors Christmas 

dinner and Cookie Walk, not 
to mention Advent lunches, 
Simbang Gabi, Trivia Night 
and Crossroad Harmony’s 
concert. This year was 
decidedly quiet, but we tried 
to engage our members with a 
“Christmas Cheer” package of 
hot chocolate and a Christmas 
activity booklet. Again, thanks 
to all those who helped 
assemble 
and deliver 

the packages. 
  Thanks also to 
Catherine for 
distributing the 
Living Faith 
booklets that we 
supply to the parish.
  Happy 2021 to all!

 Our Year of Accomplishments — DESPITE Covid-19

Due to the outbreak of Covid-19 
in March, our activities in 
2020 were severely curtailed. 

Nevertheless, we still got things done! 
On January 21st we did a thorough 
cleaning of the kitchen and pantry. Then 
on the weekend of January 25 & 26, we 
participated in Parish Council’s “Chili 
Challenge.” Thanks to Karen Booth, 
Marj Taylor and Mary Tardif for our 
tasty entry.

   On March 5th we assisted the K of C 
with the first Lenten Lunch, this year 
held in our parish. It was a great way 
to use all the leftover chili, but after 
the second Thursday, all was cancelled. 
Thanks also to the 
ladies who helped 
with Friday lunches at 
All Saints School.
   The first Friday 
of March is always 
“World Day of 
Prayer,” this year 
hosted by First United Church. Michele 
and Claire represented Christ the 
Redeemer as we acknowledged and 
prayed for the women of Zimbabwe.
   Our St Patrick’s Day Brunch, the 
last public event to be held in our 
church before the shutdown, was a big 
success. Thanks to all who cooked, 
made muffins, served and cleaned. 
We will miss Judy Bellay, who always 
made this event special with her tasty 
recipes, and Ed’s famous Irish soda 
bread. This year we raffled a “Lotta 
Luck” basket of lottery tickets, won by 

Marj, Karen and Gisele at the “Chili Challenge.”

Anne presents a sacramental gift to Jean & 
Charleen Jordaan, who completed the RCIA 
program and were confirmed August 16, 2020.

Dave Keating with Claire, Monique & Ethel.

Dave Keating. After all the scratching, 
he came away with just $57 in winnings.  
We netted $1,067.
   April is always the CWL’s month 
to do Meals-on-Wheels. We were all 
set, but with the pandemic, only those 
under 65 years of age could work, for 
safety reasons. That effectively depleted 
our volunteer base! Thanks to Sara 
Bazin for organizing, and all those who 
stepped up with last minute help. 
   Our Spiritual Book Club had been 
reading Return of the Prodigal Son, 
based on Henri Nouwen’s study of the 
famous Rembrandt painting. 
Several ladies got together on 
Zoom to discuss the book, and 
it was a fruitful meeting—so 
nice to see each other, if only 
on our screens!
   In June we awarded our 
$400 CWL Bursary to 
Brooklyn Choo-Foo, who 
has just completed her first 
semester of Athletic Therapy 
at Mount Royal University in Calgary. 
Brooklyn is doing very well, getting 

straight A’s. 
   Conventions at all levels 
were cancelled. However, 
our National Council hosted 
a week-long “Speakers 
Series” in August, which 
we could watch online. As 
well, they updated us on the 

CWL Strategic Plan, now in its third 
year (of 5). We now have an exciting 
new “Welcome Program” for new and 
returning members.
   A fundraising 
opportunity fell into 
our laps when we 
were contacted by 
a work crew from 
Winnipeg, who were 
laying concrete for a 
new grain terminal 
just east of the city. 
They needed 720 
bagged lunches 
in all, which we 
prepared the 1st week of September. 
Thanks to Ann Stewardson for her 
savvy shopping and the other 12 ladies 
who helped make sandwiches, cut 
squares, wash fruit and fill bags. Even 
while wearing masks and keeping 
distance, it felt so good to be productive 
again! And we netted just under $2,570.

Claire and Ann with September’s 
“Bagged Lunch Brigade.”



 Foster Child Update

We received correspondence 
from our foster child in 
Bangalore, India this 

summer. Deepika and her family are 
also experiencing 
the challenges of 
Covid-19, and 
were in complete 
lockdown at the 
time of her letter. 
She was not sure 
if school would 
reopen, and her 
father had to 
leave their village 
to find work in 
a quarry. She is very grateful for our 
financial support, and offers her prayers 
for our good health and safety. Let us 
keep Deepika and all children in our 
prayers as well.

Deepika Jayakumar at 
age 10.

After 
Mass on 
Saturday, 

December 12th, 
we drew the 
winning tickets 
for our annual 
Cash Raffle. Here are the winners:
$200 — Debbie Nickel
$100 — Rhett Popp
  $50 — Kenzie Edwards / Reid Ebel
  $50 — Sandra Ziegler
   Thanks to everyone who purchased 
or sold tickets. We were unable 
to reach parishioners at large, so 
members really stepped up!

Let Our Lady wrap you in her 
arms with this warm, soft 
cashmere pashmina. Available in 

cream or CWL blue, and now in black 
with a grey Madonna, it measures 75” 
x 29” and is a fundraiser for the 2022 
National Convention. If interested, 
please contact Claire ASAP, as we could 
place a bulk order and save on shipping. 
Base cost is $30 + shipping.

Deacon David Hagel has 
generously donated copies of 
this inspiring book by Matthew 

Kelly to our parish. Each of the 25 
short chapters poses a question. As we 
contemplate the answer, we are inspired 
to bold action by the life of a saint. 
   If you would like to read and then 
discuss (likely via Zoom) this easy-to-
read paperback, get your copy from the 
office soon, as quantities are limited.
   We will be contacting all the original 
Book Club members, but we encourage 
new participants as well. Please let 
Claire know if you would like to join. 
Email sayclaire@shaw.ca or text 306-
774-4270. 
   As Matthew says, “We are capable of 
so much more than we think.” Spiritual 
reading is a great way to increase our 
faith—and fervor.

 Spiritual Book Club  Member Recognition

Many of our members achieved 
milestones of service in 2020. 
We usually hold a special 

ceremony to 
honour them 
at our June 
meeting. This 
year, we en-
closed their 
pins in our 
November 
“Angel Tea” 
packages.
   Thank you  
all for your 
dedication to 
the League!
10-Year Pins: Helene Burnay • Val 
Choo-Foo • Theresa Flood • Debbie 
Nickel • Isabelle Piche • Doris Roberge 
• Mary Jane Tardif
20-Year Pins: Jackie Hagen • Barbara 
Kuhlman • Margaret Marsch • Florence 
Wilmink
25-Year Pin: Pauline Bonneville
35-Year Pins: Denise Benjamin • 
Cecile Fauchon
40-Year Pins: Adele Boisjoli • Gloria 
Dennehy • Kathy Green • Marie Kouri  
• Rita Legault • Mary Legros • 
Marguerite Monette • Marilyn Mudry-
Lautsch • Annette Nobert • Lorna Tyberg
50-Year Pins: Barbara Powell •  
Ev Stein • Lenora Weber • Madeleine 
Haubrich (from 2019)
60-Year Pins: Helen Dumont • Kathy 
Wanner
70-Year Pin: Helen Leinan
If anyone would like to donate pins 
they’ve previously earned, it would 
be most appreciated—and save us the 
cost of ordering new ones each year.



  In Memoriam 2020

Born in 1931 in Swift Current, 
Pat grew up enjoying all the 
simple pleasures of a large, 

close family. Pat 
had a distinguished 
38-year career at 
the Swift Current 
Bank of Montreal, 
and served her 
community 
throughout her 
adult life. Among 
other things she 
was an active member of Beta Sigma 
Phi. Frontier Days was one of her 
favourite events and Pat served some 
time as President and as bookkeeper.  
   She was an avid curler and golfer, and 
a long-time, loyal season ticket holder 
for the Swift Current Broncos. Pat was 
an independent spirit who traveled, 
worked hard, had a passion for sports 
and loved spending time with her large, 
extended family. At Christmas they 
looked forward to the very coveted 
“Auntie Pat’s fudge.” Her humour and 
quick wit will be sorely missed. She 
enjoyed her career, fashion, crafts, cook- 
ing and everything about being Irish.  
   Pat was a CWL member for 36 
years. She passed away at the Cypress 
Regional Hospital at the age of 89.

T he eldest of five children,  
Martha (nee Stengler) was born 
in 1938 in Billimun, SK. She 

married at 18 to the love of her life, 
Donald, and they raised a family of 
seven on their farm south of Ferland.
   Martha effortlessly ran the household, 
made clothes for her children, created 
amazing meals and baking, and helped 
with all of the farming needs. Among 
other things, she passed on her love of 
cooking, sewing, 
puzzles, singing 
songs, and the 
intricate rules of 
whist. She found 
a special way 
to connect with 
each of her 25 
grandchildren. She 
was a trusted confidante, and complicit 
in numerous secrets. A favourite family 
memory is Martha’s joy in life, and how 
much she loved to laugh until she cried.
   Martha was involved in the Ferland 
Catholic women’s group for many 
years, and subsequently with the CWL 
in Swift Current. She was active with 
the Welcoming Committee as well. 
Martha cherished family, faith, friends 
and flowers—and always wore a 
beautiful smile.

Mary Ann 
was born in 
Wisconsin. 

Her family moved 
to Canada when 
she was young, and 
she grew up on a 
farm north of Swift 
Current, the middle 
child of seven. She married David 
Elmer Howden in 1942; they had six 
children and 45 years together before 
his death from cancer in 1987. 
   Growing up in the Dirty 30s, Mary 
Ann learned to value everything you 
had. She sold honey from their bees, 
cream from their cows, eggs from 
their chickens and asparagus from the 
garden. She helped in the fields, worked 
with the animals, and grew a very large 
garden. Her flowers attracted the most 
beautiful hummingbirds.  
   Mary Ann was very artistic—from 
exquisite petit point creations to her 
many crocheted projects. She loved her 
community and her church, which she 
faithfully attended, including services at 
The Meadows in her later years. 
   Mary Ann was a 60-year member of 
the CWL. Her life was a blessing and 
her memory will be treasured by all 
who knew her. 

Nee Bolen, Marilyn was born in 1941 near Glen 
Bain. She met Leo at a Halloween party in Grade 
10 and they were married in 1962. They farmed and 

raised their four children on the Haack homestead, where 
Marilyn’s favourite time was harvest as she got to be the 

grain truck driver. She took great pride 
in her yard and garden, and enjoyed 
canning and baking along with crafting, 
sewing, crocheting and cross stitch. She 
volunteered at the Meyronne Rink and 
Hall, and helped put together the Glen 
Bain RM history book. 
   She loved to travel, but also looked 
forward to the fair when the grandkids 
would come to Swift Current, where 

they moved in 1991.There Marilyn entered the work world, 
eventually starting her own business as a companion, helper 
and cleaner for the elderly. She was a loyal, active member 
of the CWL for 47 years, and on the parish Welcoming 
Committee. She also volunteered at the MCC thrift store. 
Marilyn lived life to the fullest, and will be remembered for 
her deep voice, amazing smile and infectious laugh.

J udy was born in 1944 in Assiniboia and grew up on the 
family farm. There she developed a love of cooking 
and could whip up a full course meal by the age of 12. 

She met the love of her life while working for SaskTel. They 
married in 1965 and in 1969 they purchased the K Motel and 
restaurant, and spoke highly of the incredible staff and good 
times they had. They sold that business in 1976 and Judy 
focused on raising their three children. For nine years Judy 
enjoyed working as secretary then ministerial assistant for 
Pat Smith in the provincial government.  

   In 1994 Judy started another exciting 
venture with Partylite, where she was 
a record breaker in sales. A lifelong 
Rider fan, she loved to cook, garden, 
travel and dance. Most of all Judy 
loved spending time with her family. 
   She took the lead on CWL functions 
that involved a meal, and it was such 
fun working with her in the kitchen. 
She always had a smile on her face 

and will be remembered as a loving, generous, kind soul—
with a real fashion flair and the most positive attitude.

Pat Kelly—June 7th Martha Davidson—July 12 Mary Ann Howden—July 29

Marilyn Haack—November 3 Judy Bellay—November 12


