
League ’Lites

While it isn’t a drastic change, our new mission 
(shown above) does clarify what we are to 
focus on going forward: Spirituality, Social 

Justice, and Service. As our five-year strategic plan to 
revitalize the CWL unfolds, I invite parishioners to join 
us; if you have a passion for getting something done, 
we can help you achieve it!
   One way to get recharged is to take in a National 
Convention. Seeing so many strong women gathered in 
one place with a common vision is very empowering! 
This year’s convention is at the Hyatt Regency in 
Calgary from August 18-21. Registration deadline is 
July 18, but you can still come closer to the date; they 
just can’t guarantee you a banquet ticket. Our council 

will pay your registration 
and cover your gas 
receipts. Let me know 
ASAP if you’re interested.
   Since we haven’t pub-
lished a newsletter since 
last November, there’s 
been a lot of ground to 
cover. If I’ve missed 
thanking any of you for 
your help, I apologize. 
So many of you are true 

“Pillars of the Parish,” and I’m blessed to know and 
work with you. Let’s continue to go forth and make 
a difference!

Through our various fundraising activities, from our St 
Patrick’s Day Brunch, pie sales, or catering activities, 
we are able to continue supporting our youth—be it 

our foster child in India, supporting NET Ministries, students 
at All Saints Catholic School, or Camp Lemieux.  
   The CWL continues to provide Living Faith books to our 
parishioners. Please consider making a donation if you are 
enjoying these books to help offset the costs of shipping 
and the high exchange rate. 

   Also, please check 
out the religious 
cabinet by the north 
doors. There are 
some beautiful items 
for purchase!
   Wishing you all 
many blessings for a 
wonderful and safe 
summer.
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 National H.U.G. Project

Our national team is spearheading a H.U.G. Project 
(Helping, Understanding, Giving) leading up to next 
year’s 100th Anniversary celebrations of the CWL. 

All across Canada we have been invited to put together 
kits for local women’s shelters. The goal is 2,019 kits to 
commemorate the project year.
   Thanks to Penny L’Heureux for being our Swift Current 
liaison. She learned that women about to leave our shelter 
are most in need of kitchen starter items. Using your 
generous donations, Penny, Anne Ring 
& Denise Wallin assembled 15 separate 
kits, which were 
picked up the last 
week of June. 
   The total will be 
announced in August 
at our national con-
vention in Calgary 
during the prayer 
service to commem-
orate the packages 
and offer prayers 
for those using the 
shelters.  

“The greatest threat to our 
planet is the belief that someone 

else will save it.” 
—Robert Swan

 New Theme 2019-2020

For this year and next, our 
CWL theme will be the subject 
of Pope Francis’s third encyclical, “Laudato Si.” 

Inspired by the life of St Francis of Assisi (whose name 
he took as his guide and inspiration), we are reminded that 
our common home is “... like a sister with whom we share 
our life, and a beautiful mother who opens her arms to 
embrace us.”
   Let us take to heart the Pope’s urgent appeal for a new 
dialogue about how we are shaping the future of our planet.



Claire Verret & Judy Bellay earn their 
10-year pins. (Missing: Helene Matthie, 
Betty Merkel & Julie Wellsch)

Anne Ring earns her 30-year pin. 
(Missing: Juliette Cherpin, Anne Davis 
& Peggy Orsak)

Marlene Dolter & Babe Clifford earn 
35-year pins. (Missing: Laurie Finlay & 
Jean Lawson)

Ethel Choo-Foo receives her 45-year 
   pin. Thanks to Joanna for leading 
      the presentation ceremony! 
         (Missing: Ad Hyswick)

Jeannette Dyck & Mona Meloche 
earn 50-year pins.

Peggy Marshall earns 
her 25-year pin.

Marygold Gobeil 
earns her 40-year 
pin. It’s 55 years 

for Agnes 
Watson!

 Pin Presentations 2019

 Our Chalice Foster Child  CWL Bursary Recipient  Sacramental Gifts

E leven ladies were on hand at our general meeting and wind-up 
social on June 6 to receive pins for milestone years of service. 
In all, 23 were eligible. Both Pat Covey-Laverdiere & Karen 

Kuntz, who were to receive 20-year pins, sent their regrets. Marj Miller 
was unable to attend, but will be receiving her 60-year pin. Helen Leinan        
is our longest serving member, now in her 69th year!
   Thank you, Joanna, for all your hard work organizing the evening. 
Thanks also to Msgr Rey for taking part. We appreciate your presence 
and spiritual guidance.

Eleven ladies transferred to our council in 2019. Attending 
and receiving carnations were Diane Caron (Saskatoon), 
Eileen Hartman (Lancer), Loretta Wiseman (Unity) and 
Louise Dennehy (Vanguard).

Deepika Jayakumar, our foster 
child from Bangalore, India, 
recently sent us a letter and 

picture. She is 9 years old, likes 
running, and would like to be an 
engineer one day.  
We have been 
sponsoring her 
since 2018; she is 
our 2nd Chalice 
foster child.
   At Christmas 
Deepika’s parents 
organized a play, 
and her mother 
let her pick out a 
new dress. They 
shared small gifts 
with the elderly 
people of their 
village. Deepika 
called it “...a memorable day.”

The successful applicant for this 
year’s $400 CWL Bursary was 
Sage Francis, who is planning to 

study environmen-
tal engineering 
at the U of S in 
Saskatoon. Sage 
has been visibly 
active in our parish 
for many years—
helping with 
Children’s Liturgy 
and Vacation Bible School, and playing 
piano with the Youth Band among other 
activities. We wish you much success in 
your studies and in life!

Back on April 7th many of 
our youth received their First 
Eucharist and Confirmation. 

Marilyn Mudry-Lautsch & Michele 
Vallee were on hand after Mass to 
distribute cards and a gift to each 
student on behalf of the CWL.

If speaking kindly to 
plants helps them grow, 
imagine what speaking 
kindly to humans can do.



June passed away November 19, 2018 
at the age of 86. June loved horses, 
4-H, quilting and gardening, with a 

special passion for flowers.
   June began ranch life when she 
married Arnold in 1965. They left the 
ranch in 1999, moving to an acreage 
in the Leinan district, and becoming 
valued members of the church com-
munity in Swift Current. June was 
a CWL member for 22 years.
   As quilter Sheila Pool writes, “The 
Miracle Quilters group owes its existence 
to June as she was the moving force behind its formation 
in 2006 in an effort to raise funds for our new church. 
June was an excellent quilter, organizer and friend, always 
sharing her time, talent and treasure (fabrics) without asking 
for recognition. Just as no scrap of fabric was too small 
or too ugly to be used in a quilt, everyone who joined the 
group was welcomed and made to feel at home. She shared 
recipes, gardening tips, and the bounty of her garden as well 
as quilting hints every Monday. The Miracle Quilters will 
miss her presence and her smile—but her quilting legacy 
continues in the group she established.” 

June Schroeder

S usan passed away on March 28, 
2019 at the Meadows. She was 
84. Born in England, at a young 

age she decided to pursue a career in 
nursing, training in nurse midwifery. 
She moved to Victoria, BC with her 
two sisters, but it was in Bonnyville, 
AB that she met Jack Spiess, whom  
she married in 1961. They settled in 
Val Marie, SK where they ranched while 
Susan continued nursing.
   Susan was well known for volunteering in the community. 
While raising her children, she worked at Ponteix Hospital. 
Later she worked at the Palliser and the Swift Current Union 
Hospital as an RN. “Granny Susan” was known for her 
quick wit, dry sense of humour, her infectious smile, resilient 
attitude, and most importantly—her love for her family. 
Susan was a CWL member for 10 years.

Susan Graham-MacReady

Michelle, age 56, passed away 
December 18, 2018 after a 
short stay at Clover House 

Palliative Care Unit. She will be 
forever missed by her son Matthew, 
family and friends.
   After a time in Edmonton, Michelle 
returned to Swift Current where she had 
completed her high school. She was 
a CWL member for 14 years, and an active 
member of the Mental Health Association Clubhouse 
Community. Here she explored her natural artistic talent 
and love of music. At her funeral Mass on January 5, 2019, 
a tribute to her life was given by nephew Scott Hunter, 
and “Gone Away,” a song with special meaning to her son 
Matthew, was played in memory of Michelle.

Michelle Hetherton

Helen Hornung

Helen passed away peacefully 
on June 12, 2019 at the age 
of 88, surrounded by her 

family. She grew up on the family 
farm just east of Vanguard and 
married Albert in 1949. They were 
blessed with five children.
   A fantastic teacher, cook and baker, 
Helen loved to spoil her grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren; her heart and 
generosity knew no bounds. She treasured 
the adventures she had travelling with her daughters and 
daughter-in-law—even dogsledding at the age of 83! 
   Helen had an unwavering faith and was dedicated to the 
St Joseph’s Parish in Vanguard. She was in her 63rd year 
as a CWL member when the Vanguard Council disbanded 
and joined Swift Current.

 Special Condolences

 CWL Memorial Rose Garden

We offer our heartfelt condolences to Marita Salberg, 
whose husband Orvel passed away on Easter 
Sunday at Clover House. We also keep Melody 

Laturnus in our prayers. Melody’s father Casper passed away 
June 6 at the Foyer in Ponteix. 
   Father of all, we pray to you for all those whom we love 
but see no longer. Grant to them eternal rest and let perpetual 
light shine upon them.

Our dream of having a CWL Memorial Rose Garden 
is blossoming—but may be a slow process. Gord 
Hagen and Claire did a “walkabout” in early June, 

and there are over 3,000 sq ft available south of the play-
ground. However, there are also plans to add to the parking 
lot, so it makes sense to wait until any paving is complete. 

We will have to budget for topsoil 
(close to $3,000) and help from the 
3-H Crew.
   Thanks to everyone who said they 
would purchase a rose bush; the initial 
response is most encouraging. We are 
looking at charging about $20, and at 
our last general meeting, we agreed 

the Rose Garden should be exclusively for deceased CWL 
members. However, they could be from other councils.
   If anyone in the parish would like to offer their expertise—
whether planning or executing this dream—please contact 
Claire. We have a team of volunteers waiting for a leader!



 So Much to Be Grateful For

In no particular order, our most sincere thanks go to:
Our Capable CWL Caterers...

On April 6th Judy Bellay and her talented team prepared 
a scrumptious banquet for the “Who Is My Neighbour” 

conference sponsored by the Swift Current & Area 
Ministerial Association. 
So many compliments 
received! Special thanks to 
Martin Kuntz and all those 
who helped serve and/or 
clean. 
   Then on June 10 & 11 
we catered a two-day 
conference for the Cypress 
Health Region—providing 
breakfast, lunch and 
afternoon snacks. Ann 
Stewardson did a fabulous 

job of preparing the various menu options and cooking the 
meals. Thanks to Eileen H, Michele V, Marilyn H, Judy B, 
Joanna K, Denise W & Claire for helping.

All the Bakers of the Parish...

Thanks to your delicious donations 
of pies and tarts, we made $785 

at our Father’s Day Pie Sale. Thanks 
also to Jackie Hagen, Helene Burnay  
& Michele Vallee for helping.

The Donators of Stamps...

Development & Peace sells used 
stamps to collectors, and 100% of the proceeds goes 

to support development projects in Africa, Asia and Latin 
America, and emergency relief during natural disasters or 
man-made catastrophes. Since 1992, D&P supporters have 
successfully raised over half a million dollars with this 
project!
   Thanks to Marilyn Haack who collects the stamps and 
mails them to head office in Montreal—at her own expense.

A Dedicated Deacon...

Although he’s already extremely 
busy and in demand, Deacon 

David Hagel stepped up when asked 
to be the Spiritual Director for the 
CWL Southwest Regional Council. 
   On behalf of Susan Pridmore, our 
regional president, thank you Deacon 
Dave! We look forward to your 
inspiring presence in our lives.

Hot Dog & Hamburger Helpers...

Thanks to Denise, Eileen & Marj who helped serve Friday 
lunches in June to the students at All Saints Catholic 

School. They were a hungry bunch of kids! And thanks also 
to Penny, Anne & Debb who took part in the Solidarity Walk 
on May 28. It’s wonderful to connect with the kids, even in 
these small ways.

 Our Spiritual Book Club

 Oh, to Be Young Again!

Who knew there would be 
such interest in spiritual 
reading? The brainchild 

of Karen Booth, in February over two 
dozen parishioners signed up to read and discuss a spiritual 
“book of the month.” While this is a CWL initiative, all 
readers are most welcome to join—including men!
   We won’t meet over the summer, but will start up again 
in the fall. Our summer selection is the beloved classic: 
The Story of a Soul—a biography of St Therese of Liseux. 
She was canonized in 1925 and declared a Doctor of the 
Church in 1997 by Pope John Paul II.

   Previously we read Prayer: Our 
Deepest Longing by Ron Rolheiser, 
The Biggest Lie in the History of 
Christianity by Matthew Kelly, and I 
Loved Jesus in the Night: Teresa 
of Calcutta—A Secret Revealed by 
Fr Paul Murray.
   We will likely meet in late August 
or early September to both discuss St 

Therese—and invite suggestions for our next book. We need 
time to order copies, so have to stay one step ahead.

 On the Lighter Side...

One day God was looking down 
at Earth and he noticed all of 
the misbehaving that was going 

on. He decided to send one of his angels
down to check it out. 
   When he returned, the angel told God, 
“Yes, it is really bad on Earth—95% are 
misbehaving and only 5% are not.” 
   God thought for a moment and said, ‘
“Maybe I had better send down another 
angel for a second opinion.” When this 
angel returned, he went to God and said, 
“Yes, it’s true. The Earth is in decline—95% are 
misbehaving, and just 5% are being good.”
   God was not pleased. So he decided to e-mail the 5% 
who were good, because he wanted to encourage them, 
help them keep going. 
   Do you know what the e-mail said? You don’t? 
Okay, just checking. I didn’t get one either...

Recognize this young woman? 
She’s now 95 years old and has 
been a CWL member for 38 

years. Once an avid bowler and golfer, 
she now enjoys long leisurely walks.
   She recently relocated to Regina, 
and is living in Queen Victoria Estates. 
Though diminutive in size, she has 
a sharp wit, strong opinions—and 
deep-rooted faith! 


