
Altar Servers Duties: 

Palm Sunday 

 

Altar Servers wear Red Cassocks with White Surplice.  

Incense will be used at this mass, first thing.  The Thurfier (server with the incense) 
should prepare the lit charcoal in the Thurible before mass begins (10 mins before). 

Hold the Thurible firmly below the rings, and silver by the chains.  

We will begin the Mass with the congregation gathering in the front foyer for the 
blessing of the palms.  Candles and Cross Servers will be gathered there already.  

Father will use the incense to bless:  

1. The Thurifer, stands off to the side and waits for the Priest to motion them close. 
2. The Thurifer approaches the priest, hands the boat to the Priest, and opens the 

Thurible  
To open, continue with hand holding underneath, while other hand pulls the non- 
attached ring/chain up, allowing the pieces to separate.  Metal ring must be up near 
the top. 

3. The priest will put some incense in, blesses it and the Thurifer closes the Thurible 
(SLOWLY by releasing the prev. mentioned chain), and hands it to the priest. 

4. The Thurifer then steps to the side, ready to take the Thurible back when the priest has 
finished incensing. 

5. The Thurfier then put the Thurible away, back in the Sacristy, by hanging it.  Do not 
leave it on the counter.  

And will then bless the crowd with the holy water.   

Once complete, the crowd will begin to wave their palms and the procession starts 
with the cross leading and candles following will continue as normal.   

Mass is the same, expect for when it is time for the 2nd Gospel at the Ambo in the 
Church; candle bearers will not hold candles at the Ambo, they will remain seated.  

 

 

 



 

Holy Thursday  

Servers wear Cross-over White Albs.  

The Mass procession starts as usual with the opening hymn and procession of 
Servers, Lectors, the 12 Men/Women (Apostles) and Father to the Sanctuary.  The 
Processional Cross is not used. 

The 2 Candle Bearers (with lit candles) and 2 Lectors to the foot of the Altar will be 
first.  They will reverence the Altar and go immediately to their places in the 
Sanctuary.  The 12 men and women will then proceed 2 by 2 to the Altar, stopping 
at the foot of the Sanctuary to do a profound bow, then go to their place in the first 
two pews that have been reserved.  The Cross Bearer (without the Cross), along 
with the Right and Left Servers and Father will proceed to the Sanctuary, as a 
regular Mass, stopping to bow before going to their places in the Sanctuary.   

The Choir will begin singing the Gloria.  The congregation will be invited to ring their 
bells.  Two Servers will ring bells from the Sanctuary.  After the Gloria, take the bell 
to the Sacristan area and place on the shelf.  They are not used again until the Gloria 
at Easter Vigil. 

Father will then say the opening prayer, and the Mass will proceed as usual, with 
the Readings and Psalm, Gospel and Homily. 

The washing of the feet will occur after the Homily; a server will pull the Basin 
ahead of Father, once he has washed someone’s foot.  The Choir will sing while the 
washing is occurring. 

After the Washing of the Feet, the coordinator will proclaim the Prayers of the 
Faithful.  

At the conclusion of the Prayers the Coordinator will remain at the Ambo and lead 
the “Reception of Holy Oils in the Church”.  The procedure is attached to the end 
of these pages.  The Coordinator will start by asking the congregation to be seated. 

After the conclusion of the Reception of the Holy Oils, the Offertory is started by 
the take up of the collection and then the gifts are presented, in the usual manner. 

Consecration and Communion occurs as normal. 



Near the end of Communion, the Thurifer should light the charcoal.  

After everyone has received Communion, Father will invite the Communion 
Ministers to take all Ciboria’s, and whatever is in the Tabernacle, except one which 
is to be used in procession to the “place of Repose”, in a procession.  They will be 
escorted by one Server, who will carry and “Light of Christ” Candle, from the 
Tabernacle. (Light of Christ Candle is the Red One near Tabernacle).  

The Servers will assist Father in the usual way to purify and once done bring the 
Ciborium and place it on the Altar, off the Corporal.  

After the final Prayer, Father will have a few words of preparation for the 
congregation.  Father will invite all to kneel.  The Servers (if 3, 2 carry candles and 
1 carries the Humeral Veil) and the Thurifer, will proceed to the foot of the Altar.  
The choir will sing the two Latin verses of CBWIII 688 Tantum Ergo or 689 O 
Salutaris.  Father then will proceed to incense the Blessed Sacrament. 

Once the music and incensing is completed, Father will receive the Humeral Veil. 

Father will proceed to the Altar to get the Ciborium; the servers will stay at the foot 
of the Altar. 

Father will come down the stairs, then follow the procession around the Church. 

The Thurifer will lead the procession around the church followed by two Candle 
Bearers and Father with the Ciborium.  All other servers will remain in the 
sanctuary. 

While the Procession is occurring, the Sacristans will do a minimal stripping of the 
Sanctuary and place the Altar of Repose in front of the main Altar, with the small 
candles, leaving room for the Ciborium. 

Once they have completed the Procession, Father will place the Ciborium inside the 
tabernacle on the Altar of Repose.  Father will incense the Blessed Sacrament after 
which he will come back to the foot of the Sanctuary and the server will help him 
remove the Humeral Veil.  The Candle Bearers will place their candles in the 
holders.  Father and the Servers will kneel for a short silent prayer.  When Father 
rises, servers and 12 men and woman will leave in Silence, in procession through 
the main door.  

The sanctuary will be stripped.   



The congregation will leave in silence. 

After a short while, the rest of the Sanctuary will be striped  

A silent Adoration will begin and continue to 10:00pm.  Once adoration has 
completed, the Blessed Sacrament is brought to Father’s office with a candle 
bearer, if one is present.   

 

Good Friday: 

Need at least 3 servers, no Cross or Candles will be used.  No Thurifier.  

Servers will wear Red Cassocks with white Surplice.  

Put Ambo candle stand on the floor in front of Altar, without candles.  

Put processional candles and stand from Sacristan area, near the window by the 
north doors of the church.  

We start the service with an opening procession with Father and the servers 
(without the Cross or Candles).  There is no opening hymn. 

When Father and the Servers reach the Sanctuary, they stop at the steps and Father 
will lay prostrate on the floor while the servers kneel. 

After a period of silence, Father gets up and then all go to their usual places to start 
the service. 

The Right Server will go immediately to get the Sacramentary for the opening 
prayer (as Father will not be saying “Let us Pray”.) 

After the Prayer has concluded, we will all sit for the 1st Reading, Psalm and 2nd 
Reading. 

As we rise for the Gospel Acclamation, the other two Passion Readers will go to 
their places.  As the acclamation has concluded, the Narrator will ask all to be 
seated and then begin the reading. 

As the Gospel is not completed, Father will go to his chair for some reflection.  As 
He goes to his chair, a Server will place the Roman Missal and holder on the corner 
of the Altar. 



No Homily. 

Prayers of Solemn Intersession will be sung/chanted by:  Cantor and Father. 

Collection for the Holy Land – Ushers will take the collection directly to the office.  
It will not go to the Altar.  No gifts are brought up.  

Veneration of the Cross 

Father and the Candle Bearer will go to the doors using the side aisle, (by the Choir). 

4 Knights of Columbus will also meet Father at the doors. 

We will have the Cross and Ambo Candles at the door of the Church.  The Candles 
will lead, then Father, followed by the 3 men caring the cross.  They will carry the 
cross feet first.  There will be 3 stops.  The first is at the doors of the church.  Father 
will sing and we respond.  The next is in the middle of the Church.  Father will again 
sing and we respond.  The last time is at the steps of the Sanctuary.  The men will 
turn the Cross to face the people.  Father will sing and we respond.  The men will 
then place the Cross in the stand and they will stand on the step behind the Cross, 
gently holding it.   

Candle Bearers will place their candle in the stand and get the purificators from the 
Credence table. 

Father and the Servers will venerate the Cross and invite the congregation to come 
forward.  Father will remind the congregation to come forward 2x2.   

The men holding the Cross will venerate at the end. 

Two servers will stand at either side to wipe the Cross.  The remaining Servers will 
go to the Sanctuary.  If there are extra Servers, they can take turns to purify the 
Cross. 

When the end of the line to venerate the Cross is at the back of the main aisle, the 
Communion Ministers will be escorted to the Place of Repose by a Server.  The 
remaining Server will place the Roman Missal with the stand and the Corporal on 
the Altar.   

The Server will use the “Light of Christ “Candle from the room and accompany the 
Communion Ministers to bring all the Ciborium’s (include the gluten free hosts) 
from the place of reposition, though the back of the Sanctuary.  The Hospital Host 



will not be brought to the Altar (leave them in the Place of Repose).  The “Light of 
Christ Candle” will be placed on the corner of the Altar; the Ciboriums will be placed 
on the Corporal on the Altar.   

During Communion, two servers with lighted candles stand on either side of the 
Altar.  

When communion has been completed, the ministers, escorted by the Server and 
the “Light of Christ” candle, will take the Ciborium back to the place of 
repositioning. 

The server will go back to the Sanctuary through the Sacristan stairs and the 
Communion Ministers may go back to their seats using the Main entrance to the 
Church or Hall. 

After the “Prayers after Communion and Blessing”, Father and the servers will leave 
in silence, using the back stairs to the Sacristan Area. 

 
  



Easter Vigil:  

Servers will be wearing white cross-overs.  

The Easter Vigil is broken up into three parts:  

1) Service of Light:  The atmosphere in the church is different, the holy water fonts are 
drained, all the lights are out, the tabernacle is empty.  The service begins outside the 
church.  A new fire is lit and blessed. 

The Paschal Candle is held as the priest marks the candle, with a blessing.  

The priest lights the candle from the new fire, saying:  May the light of Christ, rising in 

glory, dispel the darkness of our hearts and minds. 

The candle is then processed through the church, with the priest lifting the candle at three 

different times, singing:  The Light of Christ and the congregation sings in reply:  Thanks 

be to God.  As everyone is gathered into the church, Servers will light their candles from 

the Easter candle and then pass it on (lighting other people’s candles) starting at the front 

of the church.  At this time, a Cantor will sing/chant the Exsultet. 

2) Liturgy of the Word:  During the Easter vigil, nine readings are provided:  seven Old 

Testament and two New Testament.  Servers will proceed with normal mass duties during 

this time.  

The Gloria (with ringing of the bells) is sung before the reading of the Epistle from the 

book of Romans, and the Alleluia is sung before the Gospel.  Servers will hold candles at 

the Ambo during Gospel. 

3) Liturgy of Baptism:  During this time the Easter water is blessed.  Father will need a 

server to hold the book of blessings.  Baptism procedures are as usual, see below more 

details.  We will also do the Litany of the Saints.  Afterwards, the faithful are blessed with 

water, one server will process with Father around the church as he does so.  We will then 

renew our baptismal promises. 

Mass will than continue as normal from this point.  

 

 



Baptisms:  

Be prepared to give Oil of Catechiums or oil #1 and a purificator to Father. 

Return to table and bring the Oil of Chrism (#2) to Father and another purificator.  

Father will proceed to do the blessing of the water in the Baptismal Font.  After blessing 
of water, bring the shell shaped dish, and an opened towel to Father, and exchange it for 
the book Father was using.  

After the immersion into the water, when Father cues you, you will hand the white garment 
to the God Parent’s.  

You will hand the Baptism Candle to Father. 

Please move the table with another server to near Mary.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Reception of Holy Oils at 

Christ the Redeemer Church 2018 

 
The oils that have been blessed by Archbishop Bolen at the Chrism Mass are presented 
during the Holy Thursday evening liturgy, the Mass of the Lord’s Supper.  The oils in 
containers for display will be placed on the Gift Table at the back of the church.  They will be 
presented after the Prayers of the Faithful.  The three Oil presenters will go to the Gift Table 
as the coordinator goes up to start the Prayers of the Faithful.  The Oils will be presented to 
the congregation in the following way: 

Coordinator: My brothers and sisters, we have completed our Lenten observance and now have begun the 
solemn celebration of the Easter feast.  On these great days it is our duty to glory in the cross 
of our Lord Jesus Christ in whom we have salvation, life and resurrection. 

 These oils we receive tonight were blessed and consecrated at the Chrism Mass by Donald 
Bolen, our Archbishop, for use throughout the coming year. 

 With them the sick will be anointed, those awaiting the waters of rebirth will be strengthened, 
and those who are Baptized and Confirmed will share the mission of Christ, the Anointed One. 

 By the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, who fills these Holy Oils with life and grace, 
 the saving work of Jesus Christ, is continued in the Church. 

As the Oils are brought forward and presented to the church your response will be: 

“Thanks be to God.” 

The person carrying the Oil of the Sick (OI) will proceed from the Gift Table to the steps of the Sanctuary, 
using the main aisle. When they get there, they will turn to the assembly and hold up the vessel and the 
coordinator will say: Behold the oil of the sick: receive God’s grace and healing. 

All: Thanks be to God. 

The one holding the Oil of the Sick will give the container to Father and then return to their seat. 

Once Father has received the container of the Oil of the Sick, the person carrying the Oil of Catechumens 
(OS) will proceed to the Sanctuary and then turn to face the assembly holding up the vessel and the 
coordinator will say: 

Behold the Oil of Catechumens; receive God’s strength and wisdom. 
All: Thanks be to God. 
Once Father has received the container of the Oil of the Catechumens, the presenter will return to their 
seat and the person carrying the Oil of Sacred Chrism (SC) will proceed to the Sanctuary and then turn to 
face the assembly holding up the vessel and the coordinator will say: 

Behold the Oil of Sacred Chrism; give thanks, O priestly people. 

All: Thanks be to God. 


