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CHRIST THE REDEEMER PARISH 
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WELCOME BACK    

“A NEW NORMAL?” 
The month of March (2020) marked the beginning 
of COVID-19.  Who would have thought that 2 
years later (2022) this pandemic still has lingering 
effects on everyone?  With health care workers on 
the front lines, from physicians and nurses and many 
others putting themselves at risk to care for the sick.  
Churches, of all denominations, have experienced a 
dramatic drop in attendance and now that things 
have opened some parishioners are still hesitant to 
return. And, for good reason, if they are dealing with 
immune deficiencies and could still get sick with 
COVID-19 or one of its’ variants.  We must spend 
some time discerning our commitment to God and 
our Church, being good stewards with our Time, 
Treasure and Talent.   
Today and over the past few months we have been 
dealing with significant inflation driving up the cost 
of everything from groceries to heating bills, 
gasoline, etc.  
Most recently the Russian invasion of the Ukraine 
has and will continue to cause rising costs on 
products we use daily and most significantly world 
food shortages will cause pain, suffering and loss of 
life in many parts of the world.  The Ukraine and 
Russia supply about 30% of the worlds grain crops.  
Prayer! Prayer is essential, and we must be more 
diligent and faithful to God by praying for all the 
ills in the world to end.  Fill our churches weekly 
and continue to pray for an end to wars, famine, 
human trafficking and other inhuman atrocities.   
Pope Francis offered this statement on March 13: 
“I ask all diocesan and religious communities to 
increase their moments of prayer for peace.  God is 
only the God of peace, he is not the God of war, and 
those who support violence profane his name.” 
Pope Francis prayer intention for March:  
“We pray for Christians facing new bioethical 
challenges; may they continue to defend the dignity 
of all human life with prayer and action.” 
 

Message from Father Thomas 
Hello friends. 
Greetings in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.  I 
hope you are all doing well.  
God loves us and He wants the very best for us.    
He promised He would never leave us nor forsake 
us.  He is with us always even unto the ends of the 
earth. God the Father sent His only Son to this world 
to save us from the darkness of sin. Jesus lived with 
us, suffered, and died for our salvation and rose 
from the dead after three days ascended into heaven. 
I know you are spending this time of lent in prayer, 
fasting and in works of Charity.  May God bless you 
with abundance of spiritual blessings. 
As the covid restrictions are removed, you may be 
feeling more relaxed. I am very happy to see the 
remarkable increase of church attendance since the 
restrictions are lifted.  We all suffered a lot during 
the pandemic times. But God kept us always in His 
loving hands, even amidst of these difficult times. 
It’s our strong faith in God that helped us to 
cooperate with the plans of God. 
I know because of covid, many were not able to 
attend the Mass and other Church activities.  Now 
it’s a time to look forward to working together for 
the good of our parish. Let us dream something new 
for our parish.  I appreciate your valuable opinions 
and feedback.  It’s only with your support and 
prayers that we could survive the difficulties of 
covid. I appreciate and thank you for continuing 
your great services to CTR Parish. 
This year we have many new faces in our pastoral 
and financial councils.  Best wishes for the new 
members of the different committees.  I would like 
to say thanks to all those who have been serving our 
parish over the past years.  God bless all of you. 
Let us keep our focus on Jesus Christ and His Word.  
Let us try to be good Samaritans always.  Let us 
prepare well for the celebration of the Holy Week. 
God Bless All, Father Thomas, Parish Priest.  



 
                                                   

P a g e  2 | 4 
 

CHRIST THE REDEEMER PARISH 
1ST QUARTER NEWSLETTER 

WELCOME BACK    

Social Committee Update (Yvonne Laviolette) 
The Social Committee invites you to join us for 
coffee and donuts/treats on Sunday morning after 
Mass.  Our coffee hosts prepare and serve the 
refreshments.  If you wish to join our host family 
list, please contact Ted and Denise Wallin (306-741-
7282 or 306-773-4555). 
On Saturday April 16th, the Social Committee will 
be helping host a celebration for our RCIA 
candidate after the Easter Vigil.  Please join us in 
this celebration.  
Watch the bulletin and web site, as well as future 
newsletters for more information on upcoming 
Social Events for our parish.  

Social Justice report (Michele Vallee) 

CTR Social Justice committee continues to meet 
regularly and looks forward to resuming some 
activities that have been put on hold over the last 
two years. Parishioners interested in joining the 
committee are invited to attend meetings on the 
fourth Thursday evening of the month after mass or 
join us in delivering some of our projects and 
activities throughout the year. 
Some highlights of our committee work are: 
 The SJ committee supports the parish when 

emergent needs arise for individuals in our 
parish or surrounding community.  

 Food hampers have been assembled and 
distributed in the community thanks to the help 
of many volunteers and the generosity of 
parishioners. The deadline for donations for this 
year’s Easter hampers is April 3. 

 We have promoted World Mission Sunday and 
the work of Catholic Missions in Canada. 
Thanks to those who have donated using their 
envelopes or buying calendars. 

 Care packages were delivered to our regular 
‘Senior Card Social’ members since we have not 
been able to meet in person. We are hoping to 
resume the monthly card social and meal in the 
coming months. 

 We have helped the parish recognize National 
Indigenous Peoples Day and the first National 
Day of Truth and Reconciliation. We are always 
looking for ways to engage, so if this is a 
passion of yours, please consider joining the SJ 
committee and sharing your ideas. 

 The SJ committee promotes Development and 
Peace – Caritas Canada, which is the official 
development organization of the Canadian 
Catholic Church.  
The Share Lent Campaign for this year focuses 
on climate change and supporting land defenders 
in some of the poorest countries of the world 
who are most affected. Please consider donating 
on Solidarity Sunday and signing the petition 
asking Parliament to pass a law requiring 
Canadian companies operating abroad to respect 
human rights and the environment. The petition 
will be available after mass in April or you can 
go to the CTR website for links to donate or sign 
online. 

 May is Pro-Life month in Saskatchewan. Plans 
are underway to recognize and promote this in 
our parish. 

Thank you to Fr. Thomas, Fr. Chris, parish staff and 
parishioners for their continued support of social 
justice work in our parish. 

Liturgy Report (Nicole Francis) 
Thank you to all our volunteers who have given 
their time to make our liturgies meaningful and life-
giving for the glory of God! Holy Water is now 
available in the fonts and there is a touch-less 
dispenser as well.  Baptisms have been scheduled 
for the 1st Sunday and 3rd Saturday of each month. 
May our Lenten commitments help us grow in 
grace, and as we approach Holy Week, there are 
several celebrations planned.  
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Penitential Celebration, April 6th, 7 p.m. - As we 
contemplate the Passion of Our Lord, we remember 
it was our sins that caused Him such sorrow and 
suffering.  Let us run to the Lord and ask 
forgiveness for our failings.  
Palm Sunday of our Lord’s Passion, April 9th 
&10th - This is the Sunday where the Passion 
narrative is read, and we receive our blessed palms. 
We keep these in our homes as a witness to our faith 
in Jesus and his paschal victory.  We are planning 
for larger attendance and will have overflow seating 
available. 
Outdoor Stations of the Cross, Good Friday, 
April 15th 9:00 a.m. - The Knight of Columbus are 
organizing the route which will start at Christ the 
Redeemer. The Ecumenism committee has invited 
other churches in the community to join us as we 
walk and pray along the path of Jesus’ suffering.    
Easter Triduum - This is the 3-day celebration that 
begins with the Mass of the Lord’s Supper on Holy 
Thursday, April 14th 7 p.m. followed by the 
remembrance of the passion and death of Jesus on 
Good Friday, April 15th at 3 p.m. and reaches the 
high point in the Easter Vigil on Saturday, April 
16th 8:30 p.m. Easter Sunday Mass, the greatest of 
all Sundays, will be held at 10:00 a.m. on April 
17th. 
Divine Mercy Sunday Holy Hour, April 24th at 
2:30 p.m. - With trust we open our hearts to Christ 
so that He can pour out upon us a whole ocean of 
graces.  The mercy and love we receive on this day 
from Jesus are meant to flow through our hearts to 
our neighbors in need through our actions, words, 
and prayers. Information pamphlets about Divine 
Mercy will be available in the foyer.  
"Be glad, let earth be glad, as glory floods her, 
ablaze with light from her eternal King, let all 
corners of the earth be glad, knowing an end to 
gloom and darkness.” - Easter Vigil Mass Exsultet 

 

Ecumenism is the movement toward worldwide 
Christian unity and cooperation (Val Choo-Foo) 

Some ecumenical projects and activities at Christ 
the Redeemer Catholic Church have included: 
 Leading worship services at care homes in our 

community 
 Leading an Advent and Lenten 

interdenominational worship service 
 Participating in the Blue Christmas service 
 Attending the monthly Swift Current and Area 

Ministerial Association meetings with other 
community church leaders 

Organizing the live streaming dialogue between 
Archbishop Don Bolen and Anglican Bishop Chris 
Harper on Ecumenism, Reconciliation and Pathways 
for Renewal 
Inviting all community churches to our Good Friday 
outdoor Stations of the Cross at Christ the Redeemer 
Catholic Church 
Together with many other community churches, we 
assisted and welcomed the Aboshefeh refugee 
family from Syria into our community.  We 
continue to offer support and prayers for this family 
consisting of the parents and nine children.  
We are one body in many places.  We are all notes 
of the same song.  We are all God’s children! 

As we ease into spring, with Covid still an uneasy 
companion, the CWL is making a fresh start with a 
new executive. We welcome Rita Banman as our 
President, Eileen Hartman as VP, Deb Nickel as 
Treasurer, and Anne Ring as Secretary. Committee 
chairs are Monique Gross, Denise Wallin, Jennifer 
Dickson, Karen Booth, Penny L’Heureux, Catherine 
James, Theresa Mokry and Rachelle Johnson. After 
amendments to our national constitution in Kelowna 
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this August, we will begin focusing on three pillars: 
Faith, Service and Social Justice. 
Within our local council, we are resuming meetings 
and again serving funeral lunches (with a fixed 
menu). We will deliver Meals-on-Wheels for the 
month of April, and hope to revitalize our Spiritual 
Book Club. On June 5 & 6 we will host the CWL 
Provincial Convention in our parish, and our 
planning committee is enthused about this 
opportunity. If you haven’t already been recruited 
and would like to help, please contact Michele 
Vallee. 
Thank you to all who supported our Cookie Walk in 
December. We especially thank our members for 
their loyalty in renewing their membership and 
invite other women in the parish to join.  We 
encourage all ladies to become more involved as we 
grow in faith, and witness to the love of God 
through ministry and service. 

Installation of new executive on February 20, 2022 (several 
missing) 

Knights of Columbus (K of C) (Martin Kuntz) 
Understanding the K of C degrees and initiation.  
The K of C has two initiations to obtain full 
Knighthood.  First, the Major Degree which consists 
of 1st, 2nd and 3rd Degrees is typically celebrated as 
one initiation.  Second, the 4th or Patriotic Degree is 
celebrated separately.  Upon completion of the 4th 
Degree a member obtains full Knighthood in the 
Knights of Columbus Fraternal organization.   

To become a 4th Degree member candidates must be 
a member of the Major Degree and belong to a 
Council.  In Swift Current our Major Degree 
Council is ‘Swift Current Council #3031’ and our 
4th Degree is known as ‘Father Cabanel Assembly 
1070’.   
In todays’ digital world the Supreme Council of the 
K of C has simplified the initiation process for both 
admission into the Major Degree and Patriotic 
Degree. These registrations and initiations can now 
be done virtually and online.  All practicing Catholic 
men in union with the Holy See are eligible to join 
the K of C Order.  For more information follow the 
link below or call Martin Kuntz 306-741-6568 or 
Gord Hagen 306-741-2346.  www.kofc.org  

Knights of Columbus Vocations Endowment 
The Sask K of C Vocations Endowment was 
established in 2018 by the Sask Knights of 
Columbus in partnership with the Bishops within the 
province of Saskatchewan.  As of March 28th, 2022, 
the Vocation Endowment reached a principal 
balance of $1,084,300.00.  These funds will remain 
invested by the Sask K of C Charitable Foundation 
with the earnings allocated equally to all 
Seminarians each year. 
In 2021, each of the eight (8) Seminarians from the 
Dioceses and Eparchy within Saskatchewan 
received $4,000.00 towards the cost of their 
education.  This $32,000.00 payment was paid from 
the earnings of the Sask K of C Vocations 
Endowment Fund.   We are now fortunate to have a 
total of thirteen (13) Seminarians in the province 
and we intend to offer a similar amount to each 
Seminarian in 2022. http://saskkofc.foundation/ 
You can access the newsletter online at 
http://www.ctrparish.com under “News & Events” 
tab, Bulletin Insert.   
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